HOME 


CONCERT. 

At the Royal Albert Hall, on the [3th November 
(Tuesday), Dr. Malcolm Sargent will conduct the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra; the soloist will be 
MOISEIWITCH. This Concert is being arranged 
for the benefit of Toc H Services Fund, and if you 
would like to enjoy an afternoon of good music, 
please write for tickets to Mrs. Madge Clark, 79, 
Davis Street, London, W.!, who is organising the 
Concert. The President of the Concert Committee 
is the Earl of Clarendon, K.G., and the Chairman, 
Mrs. Gordon Moore. 


PLAY. 

The Comedie Francaise recently visited London 
for a two weeks’ season, and our own Old Vic 
Theatre Company paid a similar visit to Paris. Both 
Companies played to packed and enthusiastic 
houses. Toc H was fortunate enough to be given 
part of the proceeds of the last performance of the 
French players in London, on the 4th July, when 
“Ruy Blas” was performed. A cheque for 
£265 lés. 3d. was subsequently forwarded to Lord 
Clarendon (Chairman of Toc H Central Revenue 
Committee) by the British Council, under whose 
auspices the exchange visits of the two famous 
Companies had been made. Toc H retains half this 
amount, the remainder being presented to Entr’aide 
Francaise, the organisation responsible for Civilian 
Relief in France. 


EXHIBITION. 

Opening in Croydon on the 6th October (Satur- 
day), this Exhibitton—** Basha Village ''—has been 
arranged by the War Office, through the kindness 
of Genera! Halsted and General Richards, and is 
intended to show the conditions under which the 
fighting man in the Far East has lived, fought and 
worked to make final Victory possible, and the 
part Toc H welfare work has played in bringing 
some semblance of home comfort to the Burma 
Front. Part of Croydon’s splendid Municipal Car 
Park has been lent by the Mayor of Croydon—him- 
self deeply interested in Toc H and its ideals—and 
here will be constructed the Basha Village. With- 


NEWS. 


in its wooden palisade will be 7 or 8 Bashas, the 
native style of Jungle house; but instead of housing 
native families these bashas will contain a series of 
exhibits. First, a truly magnificent display of 
equipment on loan from the War Office, of clothing, 
stores, food, medicine, weapons, as supplied to the 
soldier in S.E.A.C. After this, a scene showlng the 
dropping of airborne supplies; then a realistic 
jungle of swamps and tropical vegetation through 
which you thread your way over log bridges, round 
the trunks of enormous banyan trees, from which 
monkeys and parrots peer, while life-size figures of 
soldiers man guns and attack Jap pillboxes. 
Through all this to the peace and calm of the 
Toc H rest camp with its cool shade and pleasant 
verandahs. If you want information as you go 
through the village, ask one of the guides, all sol- 
diers who have seen service in the Far East. If you 
would like tea. visit the tea servery and listen to 
the famous Band of the R.A.O.C, (it may be 
possible to admire a real live elephant, but at the 
time of going to press this is still just a delightful 
idea). The charge for entry through the turnstiles 
will be 1/-, and the proceeds will go to Toc H 
Services Fund. You will find Toc H books and 
leaflets on view in one of the bashas. The Exhibi- 
tion will be open for two weeks, from |0 a.m. to 
9 p.m. 


FETE AND CONCERT. 


Middleton-on-Sea, Sussex, had their big effort on 
the 5th September, and in spite of all setbacks, 
refused to be dismayed and produced over £70 for 
Toc H Incorporated Funds. For two days before 
the fete rain fell solidly, so that the ground was 
almost under water. A bitter north-east wind 
blew everything down as soon as It was put up, 
the Highland Girl Dancers and Pipers sent a last- 
minute wire to say they were unable to appear, 
and the 16 m.m. projector couldn’t be used with 
the 35 m.m. films. But mackintoshed and gum- 
booted visitors came to the fete and admired and 
bought and helped swell the total, and the concert 
(indoors) was an unqualified success. Which just 
proves what incurable optimism can do. 


CELEBRATION. 


Three years ago the Toc H Services Club at 
Bourton House, Elmhurst Road, Gosport, opened. 
On the first day a handful of sailors made a shy 
appearance. By the end of the week the Warden 
and Voluntary helpers could hardly keep pace with 
the ever-flowing stream of visitors. Since then the 
Club has remained one of the most popular in the 
country. To celebrate their three somewhat hectic 
years, a garden party was held in the grounds of 
Bourton House in July, in true garden party 
weather. Services and civilians, helpers and visitors, 
parsons and admirals, sat at the little tea tables on 
the smooth, green lawn and relaxed and listened 
to the Gosport Orchestral Society’s light music. 


FLAG DAY. 


The small Yorkshire Market Town of Otley 
(population |1,020) has had a flag day organised by 
the local group of Toc H. In support of the day, 
the Toc H 5-minute appeal film was shown at the 
two cinemas; collections from the audiences 
amounting to £47 |5s, 5d. which, with the flag day 
receipts, made the total for Toc H Services Fund 
over £7}. 


THANK YOU. 


In response to Lieut. Fishburn’s appeal for books 
to start a mobile library for the 8th Armoured 
Brigade, B.A.O.R., fifty books in good condition 
are ready to be sent to him, ‘‘ Thank you” to 
the several Toc H members who sent single 
volumes from their bookshelves. 


DANCE. 


At Tonbridge School (kindiy Ient by the Head- 
master) a very successful dance was recently or- 
ganised by the Tonbridge Branch of Toc H in aid 
of the Post War Fund. The Dance raised £30 net 


profit. 
MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
Pontypool has raised, in three months, 


£2,326 4s. 9d) for Toc H Services Fund, and a cheque 
was presented last month by Major H. LI. Hughes, 
M.B.E., J.P., Chairman of the local appeal, to His 
Honour Sir Ronald Bosanquet, K.C., Chairman of 
the County Appeal, When Pontypool’s effort was 
first launched, a target of £750 was thought 
ambitious. Supt. Casey of the Police, volunteered 
to raise £450 by collections, and reported at the 
next meeting that he had exceeded that figure, and 
collections would go on. The splendid total of 
£1,168 16s. 5d. was eventually raised by the Ponty- 
pool Police, excluding the £450 collected by the 
Pollce at Blenaevon. Monmouthshire’s total, re- 
ports E. V. Thomas, Toc H Secretary for Wales, 
was last month only £60 short of £10,000, the tar- 
get figure. Nearly £40,000 has been raised in East 
Glamorgan and Monmouthshire. 


SOUTH WALES. 


Lord Cope, presiding at a public meeting at 
Porth, S. Wales, presented certificates to the six 
District Secretaries of the Rhondda Valley Toc H 
Services Fund, which had raised £3,019 |3s. 2d. 
for the two Toc H Mobile Units to be named 
t Rhondda Fach "’ and ‘* Rhondda Fawr, and to be 
used in the Far East with the Occupation Troops. 


CHANGE OF NAME. 


It has been decided to change the name of the 
Toc H War Service Fund to Toc H Services Fund, 
and to replace the existing objects, which are :— 
That all moneys raised or received by Toc H 
Incorporated for the purposes of its war-time 
activities in organising, providing. equipping, ad- 
ministering and staffing for the benefit of H.M. 
Services and others occupied in war work, Clubs, 
Hostels, Canteens, Rest Rooms and other forms of 
hospitality, and in affording the benefits and amen- 
ities usually afforded by Toc H be paid into a 
separate Bank account to be known as ' Toc H War 
Services Fund’ Account, and that all expenditure 
in connection with such activities be charged 
against such Account,’ with the following :— 


“ To establish, equip and maintain for the benefit 
of H.M. and Allied Forces and Colonial Police 
Forces, and men of the Merchant Navy, Clubs, 
Hostels, Canteens, Rest Rooms and other amenities 
of the nature usually afforded by Toc H and to 
provide a trained staff for the proper administration 
of these activities.”’ 


The change will take effect as from the Ist 
November, 1945, and Toc H has undertaken to 
inform all donors to the War Services Fund, and 
to use any balance remaining on the Toc H War 
Services Fund in carrying out the original objects 
of the Fund. 


NEW LONDON CENTRE. 


The House of Charity, Greek Street, Soho Square. 
W.1, has been leased by Toc H and will be opened 
as a Toc H Centre on the 4th October, 1945, when 
the Bishop of Kensington will bless its new work. 
The purpose of the Centre is to provide a welcome 
for men and women in the Services awaiting and 
after demobilisation, also to be a place of prepara- 
tion and training for the post-war work of Toc H. 


T.H.O.C.—the House of Charity’s initials—bears 
some relation to Toc H. So does its work, which 
has been in less demand, however, and much more 
difficult to carry on in time of war. Until this 
work is resumed, the house will provide Toc H 
with a Centre worthy as successor to the retreat 
and conference house at Pierhead, Wapping, since 
blitzed, and to the war-time London Centre in 
Dean's Yard, now re-occupied by Westminster 
School. 


TOC H 


TOC H ON PRISONERS OF WAR WORK. 


Alan Cowling, Toc H Commissioner in the Far 
East, writes from Rangoon: “I came over here 
from CALCUTTA to ensure that Toc H was right 
in the fore with the Prisoners of War work. At 
the moment, and probably for the next two months, 
that is the most important job we can do alongside 
the normal work with Divisions and the static 
Clubs which must be kept going. Actually, we 
have four teams working now—three men in Siam 
and one team in Singapore, and they went in with 
the very first landings of our troops. It’s a job 
right up the street for Toc H, for, essentially, it is 
personal contact and FRIENDSHIP given out full 
and free. I've met a good many lads just back and 
there is no doubt that they have had the hardest 
of trials, physically and mentally. The authorities 
are turning on all that can be done for them and 
are ready to back any suggestions or schemes our 
staff may produce. It's early days to say just how 
far we shall be able to expand this work for no one 
can say yet where we can cut existing work to 
release more staff for it. The condition of ex- 
P.O.Ws, is much worse than those | saw returned 
from Germany—lI guess we expected that, and yet 
now it’s proved it stlll isn’t any the more palatable. 


“Stan Hedden has made a grand job of this Club 
which is housed in the ex-G.E.C. building, large 
and good for the purpose. It was easily the first 
Club of any kind to open in Rangoon, and has 
remained the most crowded all day long, handling 
up to 2,500 troops each day. The usual rooms, 
a canteen, and programmes each evening. The 
night ! arrived there were over 200 at the twice- 
weekly *‘ Music Calling ’’ classical concert. It’s got 
an atmosphere of ‘home’ with bright colours 
about the place and on the colour-washed walls a 
Lieutenant awaiting repatriation has done some 
superb murals of Burmese scenes which, by them- 
selves, bring fellows in to view. A Welsh Society 
and a Caledonian Society meet each week here and, 
wonder of wonders, a Burma Road Club has sprung 
up. Not long ago a cockney lad came in and asked 
Stan whether there was any chance of carrying out 
his one passion—cycling. That started the idea 
and a meeting of cyclists was called. Twenty-five 
turned up and the cockney became the secretary. 
But where on earth in this Jap-looted place were 
cycles to be found? Imthe end the Military came 
to the rescue and now each week the Road Club 
sets out, to the astonishment of the locals, but to 
the joy of themselves. A gift shop has been started 
in an attempt to give the men an alternative to the 
bazaar where prices are absurd. Toc H has its 
own craftsmen in teak and ivory who make ex- 
tremely attractive gifts of such things as elephants, 


IN THE FAR EAST. 


temples and so on, and also silver cigarette holders, 
boxes and trinket bowls. The prices are at least 
one-third less than the bazaar prices and that 
means a lot when even with such a reduction fel- 
lows spend up to 200 rupees on presents without 
a care. 


‘t Last evening we went to the Cathedral (C. of 
E.) recently opened. It was packed, mostly with 
troops, of course, sitting on improvised forms, very 
uncomfortable. The Japs had used the building for 
a distillery and also as stables and had left it in a 
shocking state. The Padre who took the service 
and preached was one Don Moxon, known far and 
wide as a very keen member of Toc H-—in peace- 
time on Tyneside and Tower Hill, and then a 
missionary out here. During this war, when he 
won a good M.C., he has run Toc H Circles in the 
Units to which he has been attached. A live wire 
if ever there was one. 


'‘ The future will be exciting for we know that 
there is at least 15 months solid work ahead before 
we can think of closing down. Of course, some 
Clubs will close and move eastwards, but the sole 
altered strategy is simply an acceleration of the 
plans we already had. lt is essential that as much 
publicity as possible is given at home to our work 
out here.” 


STOP PRESS. 


Cable from Cowling: * Toc H teams firmly estab- 
lished on Prisoner of War Work at Bangkok, 
Singapore, Rangoon, Calcutta, Bangalore; have 
accepted permanent commitments with Occupation 
Forces all countries and islands east of India.” 


SHILLONG. 


George Bennett, Deputy Commissioner in the 
Far East, writes that he has recently paid a visit to 
the Toc H Club at SHILLONG, known as the Gar- 
rison Club. It is one of the best of our Static 
Clubs and is tremendously popular with the troops. 
Shillong is a favourite Hill Station Leave Centre. 
Toc H has accepted the invitation of the Military 
Authorities to open a second Club close by and 
the two will be run conjointly. He continues: 
“Toc H teams were included on the very first 
planes to Bangkok (Siam) and Singapore. Although 
a bare two weeks has elapsed since this opportunity 
arose, Toc H teams are also working in the large 
camps at Rangoon, Calcutta and South India. The 
importance of this work cannot be over-estimated, 
and we have thrown all man-power, equipment and 
resources into this work.”’ 


AND NOW—TOC H POST-WAR! 


WAR SERVICE REMAINS.—The war is over. The last Prisoners are being liberated in the 
Far East. The Armies of Occupation are taking up their stations—for how many years of duty? At 
home Demobilisation is going on slowly. Thousands of men and women cannot yet exchange uniform 
for ‘civvies.’ In other words, the ‘War Service’ of Toc H to the three fighting Services is still 
urgently called for and must be maintained. We are confident that many of the friends who have so 
long stood by this work will help to maintain it for a while longer. 


PEACE-MAKING.—Peace has to be made, and, as we already see, it is as difficult and dangerous 
atask as making war; it is likely to take a good deal longer. In this peace-making world, so confusing 
to the plain man and woman, Toc H has its part to play. Born in the first World War, Toc H was 
tried out—and not found wanting—by thousands of men and women for twenty years of peace before 
World War No. 2. For Toc H is a way of thinking and living, and the Clubs and Canteens of Toc H 
in all theatres of war during the last six years are a natural outcome of that way. They are only one 
of the jobs of Toc H has done ; they are not Toc H itself. 


WHAT IS OUR REAL AlM?—Toc H is a peace-maker. Its true job is, and always has 
been, making peace—in other words, bringing people to know each other and, in company with each 
other, to seek and do God's will. Its method is as simple as possible. Friendship is the aim—and 
men can't be friends if they don’t meet. The little local Branch of Toc H (there were !,500 of them 
for men and some hundreds for women, in every Continent, before the war) brings people together 
regularly. It does not regard differences of race, class, income, education, political opinion or 
Christian conviction as obstacles; it enjoys them and uses them as a rich variety of contributions to 
the common stock of the Toc H ‘family.’ This mixture can only be kept sweet by a strong founda- 
tion of faith, by much give-and-take and a lively sense of humour. But the effort is well worth 
making. If nations would make it, in the same spirit, would another world war be conceivable ? 


WHAT IS CUR WORK }—Toc H brings people together by Service. It builds up little teams 
of friends—but a team has no meaning unless it plays a game. The game of Toc H is playing *' the 
good neighbour," or, in more formal words. voluntary social service to the community in any 
direction whcre opportunity opens a way. The directions already have been legion—from Scouting 
to serving on the Town Council, from digging an invalid’s garden on a Saturday afternoon to years of 
service in a Leper colony. 

Let us be outspoken about tne motive underly.ng Friendship and Sctvice in Toc H. This is not 
spare-time amusement or mere ' philanthropy.’ It is based much deeper, on the Christian conviction 
that this is the kind of way in which God means men and women to live and work together. 


WHAT NEXT?—With its younger members away on active service and their elders at home 
busy with war work, Toc H has been hard put to it to keep its Branch life going, but in most cases 
has succeeded. Now the young members are coming back, bringing with them a great reinforcement 
of new men and women who have met Toc H for the first time in our Services Clubs, in '‘ Circles ’’ 
on board ship or in the desert. or in Prisoner of War camps. Their eagerness to join the ‘family’ 
and begin work with it is beyond doubt. And their work will be to help build, in whatever way 
they can, that better world for all, of which so much has been said, so little yet done. 


BUILDERS ALL.—There is also, we hope and believe, another big reinforcement to the life and 
work of Toc H coming from among those who have steadily and generously backed its war work, not 
only with their money but with their minds and hearts. We need the same help and understanding 
now for new jobs—the tasks of peace. no less urgent than those of war. 

When the war broke out Toc H decided to stake all it had on War Service, to ‘go broke’ 
if need be, in the doing of a job which challenged it. Now that peace has come Toc H faces old tasks 
and great new opportunities with the same determination and with most inadequate means. Members 
are giving what they can, often more than they can, and they are sure that many others will stand by 
them as Toc H Builders. 

If anyone who reads this page would like to know more, literature and particulars of the *' Toc H 
Builders ” scheme. already well established, will gladly be supplied by the Builders’ Secretary, Toc H 
Headquarters, 47, Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 
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